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BXISTENCE OF GOD. 
PROVED BY THE FAITH OF MANKIND. 
{GconTINUED FROM No. 12.—PAGE 90.-§ 





The following are the words of the Author 
of the SupPLEMENT : 


“We are reproached for having mentioned 
the names of many individuals, in our justifica- 
tion, without solid grounds, upon inconclusive 
passages in their writings, and indefinite re- 
ports; but when we presumed to eulogize them, 
we did not feel ourselves obliged to be so circum- 
spect.” 

This, tobe sure, is candid enough: and 
the assertion is tantamount to this; viz: that 
the Dictionary was composed, without suffi- 
cient accuracy, with the view of swelling the 
list of Atheism. Such conduct is ridiculous 
and deplorable. Ought not the heart of every 
honest man to beat high with indignation on 
reading so pitiful a defence? Does it not, 
at the same time, furnish a theme for the 
most melancholy reflection upon the aberra- 
tions of the human mind, or rather the de- 

‘pravity of the human heart, in an age when 
writers supposed that they could, with no 
small share of glory, publish their foul and 
disorganizing calumnies to the world? What 

_ indignity is not thus flung upon the ashes of 

the most illustrious among men, by imputing 
to the sincere, ardent, yet humble adorers of 
the Divinity, certain sentiments, which their 
wouls abhorred! Every judicious discerner 
_ Must, at once, perceive that the unfortunate 





Atheist is afraid of himself. He strives to 
pluck up courage from his misery, and to op- 
pose it to the overwhelming powers of con- 
science. He hears the voice of the Universe 
raised against him; and in his confusion and 
dismay, he endeavours to bring up to his aid 
the most brilliant names of past Time. Ter- 
ror leads him astray, and confounds his rea- 
son; and thus, without proofs, in the very 
face of evidence, historical faith and indis- 
putable facts, in opposition to their substan- 
tial virtues, the result of their Creed, the 
zealous, pious worshippers of Deity are by 
his distorted imagination transformed into 
Atheists. The history of the last fifty years 
bears testimony to such a lamentable result. 
With what desolation has not the Demon- 
spirit of Impiety smitten the earth! The 
tombs of the great and the good were pol- 
luted; their very memories were outraged! 
In truth, we know not, which of the two 
abominations is more revolting—the sacri- 
legious robbers, who exhumed the venerable 
remains of humanity, and exposed them to 
the licentious insults vf an infuriated mob, 
or the impious profaners of genius and vir- 
tue, who invoke greatness and sanctity to 
shield them from the infamy, the execrations 
of Atheism. 

Enough has been said upon the universali- 
ty of the Faith” of Mankind concerning the 
Divinity. 

Our second Proposition is, that this Faith 
must proceed from Nature and unclouded 
reason. , 

Now that the belief in a God is established 
by the Universal Faith of the Human Family, 
we ask whence is it derived? Does it ema- 
nate from prejudice, or passion? Or does it 
originate in Nature and Reason ? 

hat then, is this doctrine, a man may 
naturally: say to himself, which is more an- 
cient than the earliest records of History ; 
which has subjected to its salutary influence 
the Savage, the Sage, and the Saint; which 
has triumphed over revolutions that changed 
the face of the earth; which is felt in the 


é 





Forest and in the City; which is seen in the 
Nadir gloom of Barbarism, and in the Ze- 
nith light of Civilization? Let Morality 
change as it may ; let Laws be trampled apon 
and annihilated; let Empires ‘crumble’ into 
dust, Tnis Doctrine presents its colossal 
Majesty and might above the revolutions, the 
ruins of the Moral, the Physical Universe. 

Yes, let the Jegion-host of Passion ‘rise 
against it, let Ignorance cloud it, let impious 
Sophistry attack it, they will all find ‘that it 
is as indestructible as its Parent—God! they 
must be convinced that in its buoyancy, like 
Noah’s Ark, it rises superior to the buffeting 
and billowy fury of a world’s deluge; and 
finally rests in the harbour of Heaven. Wo 
to the nation that has lost sight of it! The 
accumulated fury of Omnipotence will con- 
sume it. 

Let Nations differ ever so widely in lan- 
guage, in morals and in mind; let Oceans 
tear them asunder ; let exterminating war 
crimson their fields, amidst the war-shouts of 
a Battling world—yet 

Inscribed with its ‘“‘ Gop,” 
Is their Standard of Fame— 


Upheld by each Land 
In defence of His name. 


Whence comes that Unrry, that Anrrqurry, 
that Universariry, that Immvrapitiry of 
Doctrine among so many nations that are 
separated from, and frequently so opposed 
to each other in every other respect? Where 
is that Power which can thus chain down so 
many nations and ages to such a Creed ? 
How can we account for this Universal ¢on- 
cert of Praise tothe Deity ? Why is it that 
“in every place” Man is as naturally reli- 
gious, as he is naturally reasonable? An 
Uniform, Universal Effect requires an Uni- 
form, Universal Cause : why then should we 
not here recognize the voice of Nature and 
of Truth, which thus rings through the world 
and gladdens every heart 1 No—there is no 
necessity for discussing the motives, which 
have identified the human family with this 
salutary faith. Whatever may be the senti- 
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ments, the motives, or the views of Nature, 
it matters not. Must not her motives entwine 
around our very Being !—Maust they 
serve as the mysterious foundation of Truth? 
—Must they not be inseparable. ffem our 
very Nature ? . How is it possible to explain 
the Universal Sovereignty of this Faith over’ 
the empire of the human mind? The ques- 
tion is not concerning a Speculative, indiffe- 
rent, or trifling opinion, but adoctrine, which 
is commensurate With ereation, in which 
mankind feel a vital interest; and by which 
they do, or, at least, ought to regulate their 
actions.—A Doctrine, to which the works of 
every writer had reference, which is inces- 
santly discussed, and which, though frequent- 
ly attacked, has been invariably triumphant. 
The Source of such a Doctrine, therefore, 
must be traced either to the-prejadices and 
passions which are common to all, or, to 
Reason, which is the glorious attribute of 
mankind. But how can the former account 
for it, when’we are convinced that they dis- 
figured, and have endeavoured to destroy the 
very essence of that Doctrine? Reason alone 
can satisfactorily account for it. 

Yes, when man falsely fancied to himself 
the existence of Corporeal Gods, we can 
readily conceive that it was an error of the 
senses, similar to that which the Sun causes, 
in its supposed revolution around our planet. 
We are surrounded by Material objects, the 
imagination cannot comprehend the nature 
or character of Spirits; and we, who glory 
in the Cross of Christ, and entertain more 
pure and exalted conceptions of the Immor- 
‘ tal Spirits, must, notwithstanding, embody to 
the mind’s eye those etherial emanations of 
the Divinity. How naturally then may we 
not believe that the Pagans clothed their De- 
ities with certain forms, and set them off in 
the costume of Earthly Powers? 

When Man falsely multiplied the Divinity, 
he thereby proved the weakness of his own 
mind. Whether he represented to himself 
that the Author of all beings would be ex- 
‘hausted by the Government of the Universe, 
were He alone to support it; whether he 
viewed Him in the light of a Great Monarch, 
who, by the distribution, supposed, he could 
more easily effect the object, of his labours, 
or, whether by beholding him in the distance 
of eternity, he thought it more convenient to 
invent Divinities with whom he might culti- 
vate a closer, and more intimate acquaintance, 
the melancholy fact is, that every nation, 
city, village, hamlet and femily had its Gods, 
and the world at large became the immense 
theatre of Idolatry. We can easily imagine, 
when Man made unto himself false and filthy 
Divinities, that the error, the interest of his 
passions, suggested the idea. Yes, how 
pleasing was it to him, to justify his licen- 
tiousness by the imaginary conduct of his 
_ Gods, and to find an apology for the infamy 

of this world, in the conduct of his Olympian 
Patrons? Poor, degraded Nature exulted, 
when Voluptuousness gave her a Reiigion, 
which consisted of the Deification of every 
desire, of every Passion. 

Polytheism is thus readily explained away 
by the weakness and corruption of man. But 
whence comes the Primary Idea, which 
shoots through Superstition’s gloom, as the 
Solar beam does through the Summer-cloud ! 
This Pattheon-medley, which vilifies, as it 
vitiates human nature, springs from the per- 


versity of the humen heart, It could not ori- 

ginate.in the pure region of ‘reason, in the 
ouded atmosphere of Nature. 

; *.*po BE CONTINUED.*,* | 

Scere A Wore 


SUPERIORITY OF CATHOLIC 
GOVERNMENT. 


It appears that man, from his very nature, 
is dissatisfied with the advantages which he 
enjoys, and that for him they lose their value 
in the pessession ; the eyes of his soul are so 
blinded by self-love, that he cannot discover, 
much less ascend the mountain source whence 
the collective streams of heavenly intelligence 
flow. On the other hand, when the slightest 
evils assail him, with what anxiety and care 
does he not examine the causes whence they 
proceed? With what labour and industry 
does he not seek a remedy to alleviate them ? 
but the remedy eventually proves worse than 
the very disease. If this were not the case, 
the advantages which are derived from Ro- 
man Catholic Government would have been 
easily perceived, acknowledged, and traced 
up to their real origin. All Europe, nay, 
the world at large, would then profess no 
other than the Roman Catholic Religion ; all 
the nations of the earth would be strangers 
to those wars that deluged their plains with 
blood; peace and tranquillity would be their 
inheritance; the Arts and Sciences would 
flourish, and universal happiness and pros- 
perity would have crowned the result. Among 
the innumerable volumes which have been 
published upon the best mode of governing 
nations, some of which have been written by 
highly talented and learned men, nothing de- 
cisive or conclusive has issued from them on 
a subject of such mighty importance. They 
have indulged in metapbysical distinctions, 
which are so absurd and unintelligible, that 
after having laboriously waded throughthem, 
the reader finds, to his mortification, that, 
like all discussions of a similar nature, they 
terminate in a mere speculation. If the 
founder of a new Colony were to refer to 
their works, and to the phantoms of their 
airy imaginations to ascertain how to govern 
his Establishment, he would be lost in a laby- 
rinth of absurdities, errors and contradic- 
tions. But, were he guided by reason, he 











would by a slight glance at Catholic Govern- 


ment be cured of his,delirium and conducted 
to the knowledge of truth. It is then that he 
would be convinced of the superiority of Her 
Government over all others. If he be de- 
sirous to discover the causes of this superior- 
ity, let him only examine the Roman Catho- 
lic Religion, and in it he will find them. 
They are evident ; and founded on facts 
rather than on reasoning, they must appear 
decisive to every impartial and unprejudiced 
mind. Viewing them in this light, I am as- 
tonished that any reasonable man can refrain 
from openly proclaiming their worth and im- 
portance. This is the end which I proposed 
to myself in this letter, All Nations have 
their respective Religions and Laws; the 
former to inculcate virtue and morality, the 
latter to punish crime. In this respect the 
Roman Catholic, and all other States, have 
in view the same end. But in the Roman 
Catholic Religion alone there exist laws, 
which bear an irresistible sway over the hu- 
man mind; which no artifice can elude, no 





sophistry can escape; laws, which not only 





inspiré @ pure love of virtue and moralit 
but uncompromisingly enforce their obsery. 
ance—laws, which not only punish vice rong 
prevent its growth. ‘These lay 
impose @n obligation on all Roman Catholics 
to approach the Holy Communion at least 
once @ year; the necessity of venerating this 
Holy Sacrament, and the indispensable the 
rigorous preparation to receive it worthil , 
or, in other terms, they consist of a belief i. 
the Real Presence, in confession, in penance 
in absolution, and the Holy Communion, 
It may be said that-in all Catholic States 
the whole econothy f Social Order turns 
on this pivot. It is to this wonderful econo. 
my that they owe their strength and duration 
their security and happiness ; and when-man 
sincerely reflects on this subject, he formsan 
opinion no tess new than incontr ; 
namely, that it is impossible to form an 
manent System of monn 9 tonlese’ id he 
based upon the Catholic Religion. All other 
systems must be evanescent. The ignorance 
and narrow-mindedness of Heresy can scarce. 
ly form a faint idea of the precepts. which 
this Religion inculcates, and the saly 
prohibitions which She enacts. Ignorance 
does not comprehend their utility, prejudice 
treats them with derision. In order, there. 
fore, to instruct the ignorant, and to confound 
the prejudiced, I will repeat to them, that 
every Roman Catholic is obliged toapprotch 
the Holy Communion at least once a year 
in a good state of conscience ; I will moreover 
add, that all Catholics before receiving the 
August Sacrament, in the presence of ‘which 
the boldest among them are seized with fear 
and trembling, must, without exception, or 
distinction, confess their sins in the Tribunal 
of Penance—a tribunal so formidable, and 
an obligation so indispensable, that no Minis- 
ter can permit them to approach the Holy 
Table until they have purified their, con- 
sciences by the necessary dispositions, which 


are contrition, an avowal of all and every 


sin which they have committed, a restitution 
for the injuries done to their neighbour, either 
in his character or property, a pardon of all 
the injuries they received, a relinquishment 
of all criminal and seandalous ties ; the ex- 
tinction of envy, pride, hatred, avarice, am- 
bition, dissimulation, ingratitude, in fine, ev- 
ery thing which is repugnant to charity. 
They must also, in this tribunal, make a 
solemn protestation to uvoid the occasions of 
sin, to guard against even the smallest faults, 
to fulfil all the sublime laws of the Gospel 
with most conscientious exactness, ‘ Who 
ever,” asthe Apostle St. Paul says, “shall 
approach the Holy Table without these dispo- 
sitions, not discerning the Body of the Lord 
Jesus Christ, shall receive his own condemna- 
lion.” Such is, and such has been, for 
eighteen centuries, the fundamental and u- 


changeable doctrine of the Roman Catholic — 


Church. What precaution, what uprightness 
and integrity are not hereby required ofeach 
individual for the discharge of his several 
duties in social life ! 

Can the like be found in any other Re- 
ligion? Here, the Conscience of man 
is regulated by a tribunal instituted by God, 
and not by the world. How admirable is 
that System which establishes among, men 
mutual confidence and perfect harmony, 
the performance of their respective 





The authority of the Prince cannot be dis- 


— Vout 


S ‘> Sei 





we es ae, 2S Ue oS oa oe 2. od eee ee ok Sl 


S66 a be oem 


. 


=> 





me 


i i a 


or ae Te ae eS 


oe rf 


Ty 
ler 


nt 
PX 


ev- 


ty. 


for 
un- 


j 
ess | 


eral 


‘ 
, 


leis 
ne 
y, io 
ies | 
dit 








No. 13. _ 


THE JESUIT. 








into despotism, nor can the liberty of 
the People degenerate into licentiousness. 
The Magistrate cannot insult the impartiality 
of Justice. The Senator is equitable and 
disinterested ; the Priest is pure and zealous 
in the discharge of his Ministry, the Military 
are loyal, the Subjects are faithful, and the 
Sovereign must be just. If we consider 
mankind in private life, we will see by this 
divine system that virtue and morality are 
solidly supported, that each individual, agree- 
to the condition in which he is placed, 
js submissive to Providence ; and that fami- 
lies are united by indissoluble ties of charity 
and good offices, the infringement of which 
would deprive the delinquent of the benefits 
of bis Religion. All important questions are 
estimated by their general effects ; but such, 
alas! is human weakness, that men do not 
avail themselves of the advantages which 
are offered tothem. The majority, however, 
as long as a vigilant and wise government 
will do its duty, (and it certainly will be for 
itsinterest to do it,) will oppose and remedy 
all remissness in the proper execution of the 
jaws to which I allude. 

If, in a Roman Catholic State or Country, 
no person could be found to deviate from the 
jaws, the question would not be, which is the 
best of Governments, but in such a Govern- 
ment what need is there of any other laws ? 
Perhaps all human laws would be superfluous 
as they are inefictual, wherever the Roman 
Catholic Religion is not their only basis. 

All I have said in favour of Roman Catho- 
lic Governments ought to be considered in a 
political point of view. However, I cannot 
forbear asking, if a Religion, which, in so 
solid, so admirable and evident a manner, 
contributes to the happiness of men be not a 
divine Religion, and as such truly wise in all 
its ordinances, with what surprise and as- 
tonishment do I not contemplate the antiqui- 
tyrof this. magnificent Church, her vast ex- 
tent, the majesty, the grandeur and symme- 
try of so noble an Edifice, her unshaken 
‘stability, which was proof against the in- 
fmumerable persecutions that “« the Gates of 
Hell’ raised against her, the impotency of 


~ her Enemies, human and infernal, with all 


their invectives, outcries and calumnies; 
when I contemplate the dignity, character, 
talents and virtues of Her Defenders con- 
trasted with the vices, the treasons, the blas- 
‘phemies of her first assailants; when I con- 
sider the annihilation of many defferent Sects 
which sprung up against her; the gross in- 
‘eonsistencies of the Heretics of the present 
day, their varieties, and the anti-social ten- 
dency of their doctrine, so subversive of the 
laws of Freedom, and so diametrically op- 
(posite to the Gospel of Jesus ? 
Arrticus. 











‘REFLECTIONS ON DIVINE FAITH. 
‘hDpremise that the word believe is capable 


‘of a: double signification: since it may be 


,tither taken for an act of divine faith, ground- 


ed solely upon its proper motive ; or for an as- 
: ‘sent for the judgment, convinced by the force of 


“anykind of argument. I shall employ it in 


(the first sense, as indeed it always is, when 


‘we.speak strictly and properly, Faith, thus 
considered, isa Theological virtue, and is a 
‘supernatural light or divine virtue, infused 


lieve all things that are revealed by God, and 
proposed by the Church. This supernatural 
virtue isa gift of God, (Phil. i. 28.) necessa- 
ry for salvation, (Heb. xi. 6. and St. Mark, 
xvi. 16.) So far every Catholic, and even 
Protestant who admits the Scripture, will 
not deny; and from these, by a clear yet 
simple induction, I infer, Ast, if a gift of 
God, it is not the result of human reasoning ; 
2d, if a supernatural, a divine virtue, it can- 
not proceed from natural and human mo- 
tives. What then is the formal object or 
motive, into which divine faith is resolved ? 
I answer, the authority of God revealing, 
who can neither deceive nor be deceived, 
(Heb. vi. 18.) It cannot be resolved into 
reason, human authority, miracles, &c. No: 
these are only the motives of credulity, which 
induce indeed, and dispose the mind to believe : 
but they do not, they cannot confer divine 
faith. I believe, therefore, the existence of 
God, v. g. not because I judge it to be reason- 
able, not because I am convinced of it, from 
the existence of the objects around me, of 
the world, from the change of seasons, é&c. 
all of which bespeak a general preserver and 
director, or God; no, these several motives 
can only constitute human faith; but I be- 
lieve it with a divine faith, because God, es- 
sentially true, has revealed it. Here my mo- 
tive is supernatural, so is my belief. From 
the same divine motive, I believe every other 
mystery that God has revealed. I pretend 
not to judge, to examine the truth of any one 
revealed article, but I pay the same implicit 
obedience to all and each, to those which are 
obscure, as to the most clear, because they 
all equally rest on the same divine founda- 
tion, viz: the veracity of Almighty God, who 
has revealed them. I allow of no opposition 
on the part of reason, but with St. Paul, I 
humble every proud thought, and captivate 
my understanding to the obedience of faith, 
(2. Cor. x. 5. )—But how am [I assured that 
God has revealed them? I answer, because 
the Catholic Church, the Church of Christ, 
has declared it. I mean not the Church of 
Christ, as she is infallible, for that is one of 
the articles to be believed, but merely as she 
is an ¢tllustrious Society, and, under those ad- 
vantages, of which good sense and expe- 
rience may judge. Lastly, if Iam asked, 
what inducement have I to believe the Cath- 
olic Church to be the Church of Christ? I 
answer, that reason compels me to believe 
it ; reason convinced of truth by the motives, 
of credulity: motives so strong, so evident 
and convincing, that St. Augustine against 
the Manicheans, hesitates not to declare that 
I must be a mad-man not to believe her. 
Thus far reason directs me. But when I 
have once found the true Church of Christ, 
which the most evident motives of credibili- 
ty mark out to my reason, assisted by God’s 
grace, Eno longer retain any title, any right 
whatever to judge, to question what she pro- 
poses; for this would be to call in question 
the divine authority on which all that she 
proposes is grounded, In this state, when 
the mind is thus disposed, Almighty God in- 
fuses into the soul his grace, and enables it 
to produce that salutary faith, without which 
it is impossible to please his divine Majesty. 

As a further illustration, that divine faith 
cannot be founded upon any exercise of rea- 
son, upon any motives of credibility, I ob- 





* "by'God into the soul, whereby we firmly be- 


serve, that this salutary faith must be strong, 


must preclude all possibility of doubt, must 
exceed the certainty that can arise, from any 
natural evidence. Now all human reasoning, 


all motives of credibility can only gre a 
built 


moral certainty, and consequently fait 

upon these motives cam never arise to the 
requisite certainty, can never be other than 
human. I shall conclude by adducing the 
testimony of St. Peter, and two .of the an- 
cient Fathers. St. Peter, (2. Epist. c. i. v. 
17.) in proof of what he advanced respect- 
ing Christ, appealed to the transfiguration of 
our Lord on Mount Thaber, which he him- 
self had witnessed, and to the voice from 
heaven which he had heard, ‘ This is my 
beloved Son,” &c. But the more to con- 
vince his new converts of the truth of what 
he delivered to them, he immediately added, 
a yet stronger proof, “we have,” says he, 
‘the more firm prophetical word, whereunto 
you do well to attend, as to a light that 
shineth in a dark place, until the day dawn, 
and day-star arise in your hearts;” ....... 
‘*for,” he concludes, (and obserye. the rea- 
son,) ‘prophecy came not by the will of 
man, but the holy man of God spoke, in- 
spired by the Holy Ghost.” St. Chrysos- 
tom, Hom. 21. in Epist. ad. Heb. says: 
‘Faith to be divine, must operate a more 
clear persuasion of the truth of those incom- 
prehensible mysteries, than even of the things 
we daily behold.” And St. Augustine, 1. 7. 
Confess. ‘“‘I could more easily doubt of my 
own existence, than of the truth of what I 
learn from. divine faith.”—Orthod. Jour, 





SISTERS OF CHARITY. 


The following merited compliment to this 
interesting and useful community, is part of 
an Introductory Discourse pronounced a few 
days since by Dr. Nathan R. Smith, Profes- 
sor of Surgery inthe University of Maryland. 
The speaker had been vindicating the char- 
acter of the surgeon from the charge of in- 
sensibility or cruelty, and had endeavoured 
to show that the practice of surgery was not 
calculated to subdue the natural sympathies 
of the human heart : 

*‘ Attached to the department of this insti- 
tution with which I am connected, and at this 
moment exercising its practical duties, almost 
within reach of my voice are individuals of a 
sex that is not wont to be cruel or unkind, 
but the impulse of whose nature it ever is, to 
bring to the-bedside of sorrow and suffering 
the balm of sweet compassion, accompanied 
with all those soothing blandishments which 
bring the remedy home to the heart, and 
which cause us to rejoice even in the ocea- 
sion of sickness and pain, which thus elicits 
the loveliest principles of our nature. 

‘‘A few days since it became necessary 
that one of those individuals, herself an in- 
valid, should assist me in performing a se- 
vere and painful operation upon a young 
female.. She accomplished it with that calm 
self-possession, and with that precision of 
hand which a careless observer would have 
ascribed to a perfect apathy ; but I knew 
that that sublimity of self-possession sprung 
from feeling of no common intensity, the cur- 
rent of which was too deep to be ruffled by 
the gusts which agitate the surfaces of many 
minds. I knew it sprung from feeling cher- 
ished by a spirit of devotion, the practical 





exercise of which, in the individuals to whom 
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I allude, (if we may judge of principles by 
their results) is a bright commentary upon 
their religious faith, and is an adequate reply 
toa thousand sneering cavils.” 

In the year 1815, This Society, under the 
name of Sisters of Charity of St. Joseph, 
was encorporated by the Legislature of Mary- 
land. Its principal object is to honour Jesus 
Christ our Lord, as the source and mould of 
all charity, by rendering him every tempo- 
ral and spiritual service in their power in the 
persons of the poor, either sick, invalid, chil- 
dren, prisoners, or others who through shame 
would conceal their necessities, and even the 
insane. A secondary, but-no less important 
one, is to honour the sacred infancy of Jesus 
in the young persons of their sex, whose 
hearts they are called upon to form to the 
love of God, the practice of every virtue, and 
the knowledge of religion, whilst they sow in 
their minds the seeds of useful acquire- 
ments. 

This society is composed of widows, and 
ladies who have never been married. They 
cannet be received before the age of sixteen, 
and not even then, without the concent of 
their parents, nor after the age of twenty- 
seven, without a particular dispensation 
pesees on their great merit and character. 

e widows cannot be admitted without pre- 
viously being discharged from all care of chil- 
dren or property, and this being incompati- 
ble with their holy vocation. They cannot 
be permitted to enter the Novitiate without 
having spent at least three months in the 
house to form an idea of their obligations, 
and of their probable ability to fulfil them: 
if persevering in their disposition, and judg- 
ed by their superiors likely to be called to 
the holy state, they are to make a Novitiate, 
which may be extended to five years or re- 
duced to two, according to their inclination 
and the judgment of their superiors. At the 
expiration of that time, if thought compe- 
tent, they make annual vows, and although 
they are not supposed to make them except 
with a determination to persevere until the 
end of their life in their vocation, still they 
are at liberty to withdraw at the end of eve- 
ry year; these vows, although annual only, 


being intended to check the inconstancy of 
the human mind, and to prevent a hasty re- 


turn to the world, which might be followed 
by regret and remorse. Each lady is to pay 


her board for one year, and provide herself 


with bed and clothing, to prevent the house 


from being overburthened if obliged to bear 
the expense of so many who would wish to 
But should the candidate 
be found too poor to pay the whole year, 
though otherwise sufficiently capable of re- 
deeming this deficiency by extraordinary 
merit, she may be admitted on paying only 
The ladies preserve to the 
end of their lives the right of disposing of 
their patrimony, or of any legacy that may 
fall to them in favour of their family, and 
would even be urged to do so, when their re- 
lations are poor: the society wishing to pro- 
mote the advantage of the poor and orphans 
only as far as they can do it with justice, and 
consistently with higher claims on the hearts 


try their vocation. 


the first quarter. 


of its members. 





PRINCE HOHENLOHE. 
We learn from a gentleman remarkable for 
his knowledge in natural history, who has just 


returned from the continent, that the mira- 
cles of this holy man continue to absorb pub- 
lic attention throughout Germany. The cal- 
umny and ridicule so idly cast upon his name 
in this country are not felt there ; the purity 
of his life is well known; the ardour of his 
devotion acknowledged, and his miracles are 
almost universally admitted. They have oc- 
casioned numerous conversions to the true 
faith, and, in many instances, have been so 
palpable, that even infidels could not resist 
the evidence of their senses. 

London Catholic Miscellany. 








ANECDOTE. 
Sir James Macintosh, when at Paris, paid 
a visit to the Deaf and Dumb Institution 
there.—The Abbe Sicard introduced several 
of his pupils to him, to one of whom, Mas- 
sien, at Sir James’ request, the following 
question was submitted :—“ Doth God rea- 
son?” Massien, on seeing the queston writ- 
ten, at first appeared perplexed; but soon 
after returned this decisive and logical sulu- 
tion :—‘* God sees every thing! God foresees 
every thing! God knows every thing! To 
reason is, no doubt, to hesitate, to inquire, 
the highest attribute of a limited intelli- 
gence: God, therefore, doth not reason.” 
The Abbe, when at Brighton, a short time 


since, with Massien, was met at the Custom- 
House by a Gentleman acquainted with the 
Anecdote above related, and who begged of 
him again to propound the same question to 
his pupil, which he politely did, and the an- 
swer returned was :—‘* Men reason but in 


order to find truth; God, who knows truth 


” 
. 


son 
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assure them that we consider it as a flatter. 
ing incentive, and that we are determi 
with the assistance of Heaven, to £° on in 
the Good Work, and to spare no Pains in the 
elucidation, diffusion and defence of the Prin- 
ciples of the Venerable, Indestructible Church 
of Christ, however offensive the Blaze of 
Truth may be to the weak-sighted Children 
of Darkness, however mysterious may be 
the Jacobinical conspiracies against the Cath. 
olic Faith, however vile, and foul, and false 
may be the calumnies of its enemies—tog 
many of whom are too pitiful to be Noticed, 


unless with the mortifying chastisement of. 
dignified silence—enemies whose conscience 
is their misery and their curse ; under whose 
tongue lie the basilisk and the asp, and 
whose heart, somewhat like Pandora's box, 
contains the moral evils which contaminate 
social happiness, poison the springs of life, 
and leave not in their desolating career, even 
hope behind—unless a hope, which, like.the 
fig-tree of old, is as barren of fruit as: of 
eternal felicity ; and doomed, if not properly 
cultivated, to be blasted by the curse of God, 


America’s sight, which, for along time la 
boured under a Moral Cataract, has of late 
derived wonderful benefit from the sanative 
efforts of Reflection. She is now beginning 
to see into the multiplied schemes of Sophisti- 
cated Bibles, and Calumniating Tracts, and 


. A »/to appreciate Catholicity at this si 
is not in want of reason, and does not rea- Pe y ide of the 


Great Waters, which has elicited a spark, 
and which Freedom has supplied with con- 
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genial fuel; a flame, without smoke, has 
arisen, the vestal purity of its light is asim- 
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maculate as it is immortal. Piety feeds and 








secured it. 








It must excite in the bosom of every Cath- 
olic, of every sincere friend to the Church 
of the Apostles, and to the liberties of our 
great Republic, the most lively sentiments of 
Gratitude to Heaven for the unprecedented 
circulation, which our Paper has hitherto re- 
ceived ;—A circulation which has far exceed- 
ed our sanguine expectations; and which is 
the more pleasing, as it furnishes a solid 
proof of the expanding liberality of the Na- 
tional Mind, and an unequivocal symptom of 
the honest indignation which it feels at its 
having been so long abused and enslaved by 
the galling fetters with which Bigotry, Fanat- 
icism, Heresy, and Vituperative ignorance 
in the mask of Sanctimonious Gravity had 
Yes, such generous patronage 
from our high-minded and liberal citizens, 
will subject us to the agreeable necessity, in 
a comparatively short time, to re-print our 
preceding Numbers, and to double, at least, 
the present amount of our Copies. While 
we, therefore, return our thanks to the Pub- 
lic, for having, thus far, so liberally en- 
couraged usin our labours, we respectfully 


Eternity guards it—On the four fronts of this 
colossal pillar of Fire,appear in inextinguish- 
able relief, Unity, Hoxtness, Catuoniecrry, 
Aposto.icity. It is an Infallible Guidetoall 
Nations of the earth. It reflects a tide beam 
of humble confidence on the bosom of ad- 
versity: it shews the nothingness of this 
world, and the solid splendour of heaven,to 
the eye of Prosperity. From the midst,of 
it, as of Horeb’s burning bush, is heard the 
voice of God: I wish Penance not Perdition, 
Faith not Fanaticism, Orthodoxy not Heresy; 
“« Hear the Church.” Yes, this is the New 
Jerusalem, which was hung down from the 
Arch of Heaven, which struck he wondering 
eye, and filled the enraptured soul of the 
Great St. John. This was, and is, the taber- 
nacle of God with men, in which his Body 
and Blood of the New Law were, and ever 
must be contained ; the anticipated Heaven 
to the Children of the ** One Faith;” but.te 
the fearful and unbelieving, and the abominer 
ble, and murderers, and fornicators,. and 
sorcerers, and idolators, and all liars, shall ®t 
be their inheritance? Impossible, sales 
they repent and be .oxverted to the True Church 
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Wo. (89. __ 
“ad wichor their faith on “the Pillar and the 

of Truth.” Yes, this is the “Great 
Wonder” which Heaven threw open to the 
game St.John ; thisisthe Woman clothed with 
the Sun, with the Moon as her foot-stool, 
and the Crown of Twelve Stars as her head- 
dress: This is She, who is identified with 
Him, who is, before Abraham was; this is 
She; who justly boasts, and indisputably glo- 
fies in'the Only begotten of the Father ; this 
ig She whom we behold as our Mother, and 
who declares, that salvation, and strength, 
and the kingdom of our God, and the power 
éfhis Christ are come ; this is She, whom 
the Dragon and his spiritual offspring perse- 
cute, who “‘make war with the rest of her 
seed,” the Children of the One True Faith, 
for keeping the Commandments of God, and 
having the testimony of Jesus Christ; a testi- 
mony which enables them to become excel- 
Jent Citizens, loyal subjects, as well as vir- 
tuous Sovereigns, by their giving unto Cesar 
and to God, what is respectively due unto 
tem! an Heresy pretend to such a testi- 
mony as’'this? From whom did she receive 
it? ‘Can she consistently allege that the mo- 
rality which she inculcates, the Civil and Re- 
hgious constitutions which she granted, offer- 
ed the same guarantee to Civil Liberty, to 
Justice, Charity and eternal happiness? Is 
it not a notorious fact that in every country, 
in which Heresy has been preached up, sedi- 
tion and rebellion, aided by the co-operative 
exertions of her ‘“‘ False Teachers,” raised 
their hideous heads? Did not Mr. Luther 
enveigle the petty princes and States of Ger- 
many into a Jacobinical league against their 
lawful Sovereign? Did not this Rebel’s league 
deluge the country with blood for upwards of 
acentury? Did not Luther’s Disciples, Mun- 
cer'and Stork, avail themselves of what is 
blasphemously termed Evangelical Liberty, 
and, with fire and sword, yet assuming the 
name of “the Meek Ones,” raise and head a 
mobof 40,000 Anabaptists, and dispossess 
andplunder both Princes and People? Did 
not the Heretic Zuinglius at Geneva, the 
hot-bed of levelling Calvinism, throw all 
Switzerland into a conflagration? Did not 
the United Provinces, from pious motives, 
and for the pure love of God, depose Philip, 
their just and lawful King, not upon the justi- 
fiable principles which would enable this 
Ktppy Nation to shake herself out of the de- 
grading yoke of Oppression? Did not the 
Orthodox Calvinists in France, in strict con- 
formity with the Doctrine of their tender- 
hearted Master, Calvin, wield the sword 
against their Sovereigns, and strip them, as 
fat’as they could, of their possessions and 
their'power? Did not Knox, and the other 
Calvinistic lights of Scotland, declare it 
“blasphemy to say that Kings are to be 





obeyed, good or bad?” Were they satisfied 
even with the murder of their lawful and, 
beautiful Queen? Did not Heresy introduce 
plunder, sacrilege, lust and murder, in the 
person of the Eighth Henry, into England? 
Did it not convert that once great, moral and 
happy Nation into another Babylon ?, Was it 
not upon the principles of the pretended Re- 
formation, one of which was, that every man 
Should explain the Scripture for himself, that 
the Great Rese.iion, which achieved the 
death of the King, and the annihilation of 
the Great Carsotic Macna Cuarta, com- 
pleted its murderous career? Did not Cal- 
vinism, Hugonotism, Jansenism, Jacobinism, 
and a momeéntary Atheism, decapitate the 
unfortunate Louis, pull down Society, tram- 
ple upon Nature, and cover the fair soil of 
Catholic France, with a foaming sea of In- 
nocent, Virtuous, and Pious blood? What 
age, what sex escaped its fiendish fury ? 

Such is the fruit of Heresy! Such its 
morality! Such its patriotism! Such its 
piety ! Such its policy ! 

The free-born Sons of America, so natu- 
rally zealous in the cause of well-regulated 
Freedom, probably even now perceive the 
disorganizing tendencies of ‘‘ Gospel Liber- 
ty:” they have estimated the insufficiency, 
the horrors, and the inevitable result of “ the 
Doctrines of men ;” and such “as have not 
been already led away into rank infidelity, 
are now, thanks to Heaven, stirred up toa 
sense of the importance of a free inquiry; 
they are determined to read our side of the 
Question, to think and judge for themselves, 
for the preservation of their own, and their 
Children’s morality, for the security of hon- 
our, virtue and Liberty, however displeased 
“‘false Teachers” may be at such an inqui- 
ry ; however unmeasured may be their as- 
persions, and notorious their falsehoods; 
however unchristian may be their hatred to 
Catholicity, which is the boast of humanity, 
and the offspring of Heaven. 

Truth ts powerful, and must prevail, Our 
Church, which is the pillar of Truth, is the 
security of Society, the Sun of the Soul, the 
Soul of Freegom, the Freedom of Heaven. 








THE TRUE CHURCH. 
OF THE HEAD OF THE CHURCH. 


THE SUPREMACY OF ST. PETER. 
*,* CONTINUED FROM NO. 12—pacer 95, *,* 





Objections of our _Adversaries Refuted. 


13. The first objection is taken from Rom. 
12.5. We being many are one body in Christ, 
and each one, members one of another. Where- 
by the Apostle acknowledges no other Head, 
than Christ, and includes Peter among the 
members of the body, aswell as the other 


faithful—nay, he considers all the Faithful. 
as members not only in respect to Christ, but, 
also in respect to one another, as is evident’ 
from the words, each one, members one of an- 
other, Accordingly both Peter and the Pope 
are members of the body of the Church not 
only in comparison with Christ, but also with 
the other Faithful, therefore they are not the 
Head of the Church.—We answer, that the 
Apostle in the passage in question, speake 
evidently of Christ, in as much as he is the 
Head of the Church by reason of the internal 
influx of the gifts of grace, and in this sense 
it is true, that all the Faithful, including 
even Peter and the Pope, are members, not 
the Head. For all receive grace from Christ 
as the Head, not from Peter or the Pope, his 
Successor. But if the question is, about Christ 
considered as the Head of the Church by 
reason of external government, then not only 
Christ, but Peter also is the Head... The 
former, indeed, Primary, and by his own in- 
herent power, the latter, Secondary and by 
power derived from the former. 

14. They object, therefore, the Church 
has two heads. We reply, that this is noth- 
ing strange.—For even the Kingdom of Por- 
tugal in this sense has two heads, because it 
has, in the absence of the King, a Vice-roy ; 
both are considered as the Head in the exter- 
nal government ; but the latter subordinate to 
the former. We say the same of the 
Church, She has two heads, the one primary, 
the other secondary. We will furnish an- 
other example, from the Apostle to the Ephe- 
sians, 5.23. The husband, ‘says he, is the 
Head of the wife. But the wife, besides her 
husband who is her Head, has also a natural 
Head on her body. Therefore she has two 
Heads. : 

SECOND OBJECTION, 


15. As the Head and the other members 
of man constitute one entire natural body, so 
Christ and the Church constitute one entire 
mystical Body, which is composed of Head 
and Members. (According to the Apostle 
1 Cor. 12.) Therefore all, except Christ 
who is the Head, are members of the body 
of the Church, consequently, none but Christ 
can be the Head of the Church. This ob- 
jection is solved in the same manner as the 
former. For the Head can in two ways 
be compared with the members. First, 
as to the internal influx, which proceeds from 
the Head to the rest of the members, and in 
this sense, there is one head to one body. 
Secondly, as to the external government, and 
thus there can be two headsto one body. In 
the same manner, the body of the wife has 
one head, from which it,receiyes the influx 





of the sensitive spirits ; and it hay ‘two by 
* ° ; 
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which it is governed in its external actions. 
For, she is governed both by her own natural 
head, and by her husband, who is ker moral 
Head. The same is said of the Church. She 
has one Head as to the influx of grace : ‘She 
has two as to external government, one of 
whom is secondary and subordinate, and gov- 
erns visibly in the absence of the other. In the 
former case Christ alone is the Head, and all 
the rest are members ; in the latter, not only 
Christ, but Peter also is the Head, who in 
the former case is a member and not the 
Head. 

16. When therefore it is objected, from 
the passage of the Apostle, that Christ and 
the Church constitute one entire mystical 
Body, which is composed of Head and mem- 
bers, it should be understood in the former 
sense. For the Apostle expressly speaks of 
Christ, considered as the Head of the Church, 
in relation to the internal division of the gifts 
of grace, as is clear, from the text itself. 
Thus we admit, as we have already done, 
that all, except Christ, are members of the 
Church, and that none, except Christ, is the 
Head of theChurch. But, if a similar objec- 
tion be made concerning Christ considered 
as the Head by external government, we re- 
ply, that Christ with his Vicar is the Head, 
all the rest are members, as in the case of the 
Kingdom of Portugal. The King with his 
Vice-roy is the Head of the kingdom, but all 
the others are members. 

THE THIRD OBJECTION. 


17. Christ committed his Church equally 
to all his Apostles, and not more to Peter 
than to the others, for to all he said,—As 


my Father hath sent me, so I send you. Like- 


wise, he says—Go teach all nations. Finally, 
he equally taught,and instructed all: upon all 
he indiscriminately sent down the Holy Ghost 
St. Cyprian ac- 
knowledges this equality, in his treatise of 
the Unity of the Church, when he says—In 
this, indeed, the other Apostles were endowed 


‘ with an equal participation of honour and pow- 


er, with Peter. We answer, it is true, that 
Christ committed his Church to all the A- 
postles ; but it is false, that he entrusted 
it equally to all. For to Peter alone he said, 
Feed my sheep. Accordingly, the Feeding of 
all the Sheep was entrusted to Peter alone, 
Nor is this conse- 
quence of any avail, viz: that all were equal- 
ly instructed, all equally received the Holy 
Ghost ; therefore one had not greater juris- 
diction thananother. For, it is one thing to 
speak of Doctrine and Sanctity,and another, 
of jurisdiction. Not all, who are equal in 
doctrine and Sanctity are equal in Jurisdic- 
tion. Otherwise a King, if he had not great- 


er learning and Sanctity than his subjects, 
would not possess even greater Jurisdiction, 
which is absurd. ‘The reason is plain, be- 
cause power and jurisdiction, of themselves, 
do not depend on a greater degree of learn- 
ing and Sanctity. St. Cyprian perfectly 
agrees with usin this, namely, that all the 
Apostles, before Peter received the commis- 
sion, Feed my sheep, were equal, afterwards 
they were not equal, but Peter was more 
eminent than the others. 


FOURTH OBJECTION. 


Paul resisted Peter to the face. (Gal. 2. 11.) 
Therefore Peter was not the Head of the 
Church, otherwise Paul would have acted 
arrogantly and audaciously, in presuming to 
resist the Head of the Church. We reply it 
is true, that Paul resisted Peter, since Peter 
had erred, not indeed in any article of Faith, 
for in this he could not err, according to the 
promise of Christ. I have prayed for thee, 
Peter, that thy faith fail not ; but he erred in 
fact, because he imprudently feigned Judaism 
to the scandal and offence of the Gentiles. 
But it does not thence follow that he was not 
the Head of the Church,otherwise it would fol- 
low, that because David was reprehended by 
Joab, 2 King. 19. 5. therefore he was not the 
Head of his kingdom. Nay, many of the Fa- 
thers of the Church infer from this very rep- 
rehension, that superiors can be corrected by 
their inferiors, provided it be done with due 
respect, humility and charity. As St. August. 
Epist. 12. to St. Jerome intimates, St. Cy- 
prian in hisEpist. to Quirinus on the rebap- 
tizing of heretics, St. Gregory in his 18 Hom. 
on Ezechiel, St. Thomas quest. 33. art. 4. 
In like manner it does not follow that St. 
Paul was arrogant and audacious, because 
what he did was done with a just and lauda- 
ble zeal, in order to remove the scandal 
which had arisen from the imprudent conduct 
of St. Peter. 


Of the Pope as the Successor of St. Peter, or, 
of the Supremacy of the Pope. 

19. That the Roman Pontiff is the Succes- 
sor of St. Peter all the ancient Fathers unan- 
imously teach ; St. Optatus of Mileveum in 
his Book against Parmenian, thus writes— 
Linus succeeded Peter, Clement Linus, Ana- 
cletus Clement, &c. St. Augustine in Epist. 
165 to Generosus says—If we reflect on the 
order of Pontiffs succeeding one another, with 
what certainly and delight can we number them, 
from Peter himself, to whom, as the repre- 
sentative of the Church, the Lord said, Uron 
THis Rock I wint suitp My Cuurcn? For 
Eiinus. succeeded Peter, Clement Linus, Ana- 
cletus Clement, Evaristus Anacletus, &c.— 
Again Philip, a Priest in the Council of E- 
phesus, Tom. 2, cap. 16, There can be no 





doubt, says he, nay it is well known in every 








age, that Holy Peter, the Prince and Head of 
the Apostles, the Foundation of the Catholic 
Church, has hitherto lived in his Successors 

and will always live in them, his ordinary Suc. 
cessor Pope Celestine hath sent us to this Synod. 
We pass over many other Fathers who either 
in their Chronicles, Martyrologies, or lives of 
the Roman Pontiffs have written to the same 
effect on this subject. All commence from 
St. Peter, and enumerate the Roman Pon. 
tiffs as his Successors. 


20. Evident reasons, in support of the point 
in question, can be drawn from the princi- 
ples already established. The first is, that 
Christ while on earth, was the visible Head 
of the Church, in its external government, 
The second, is, that the form of government 
was not changed after the Ascension of Christ, 
and therefore even now, there must necesgsar- 
ily be a visible Head. Third, this Head was 
no other after Christ, than St. Peter, to whom 
alone it was said, Feed my sheepe Since 
therefore after the death of St. Peter, there 
was no change made in the government of the 
Church, some one must necessarily have 
succeeded St. Peter, to govern it in the same 
manner as St. Peter had done. Now no 
other can be assigned than the Roman Pon- 
tiff. 
21. Hence it follows, as St. Peter was the 
Head and chief Pastor of the Universal 
Church, so was the Roman Pontiff who suc- 
ceeded St. Peter, with equal power and au- 
thority, Head and chief Pastor of the Univer- 
sal Church. This title is given to him in the 
Epistle of Paschasinus, Bishop, and others on 
the condemnation of Dioscoras, in the fourth 
general Council held at Chalcedon found in 
tom. 2. Concilii, where these words are read: 
Hence the most holy and blessed Pope Leo, and 
Head of the Universal Church through us, 
his legates, stripped him of his Episcopal dig- 
nity. See the other Fathers of the Council 
of Chalcedon in their Epistle to St. Leo, 
which is extant in the end of the history of 
the same Council. Likewise St. Ambrose 
Epistle 81. to St. Siricius Pope, St. Jerome 
Epistle 57. to St. Damasus Pope, St. Augus- 
tine in his book against the Epistle of Mani- 
cheus, which his followers call the funda- 
mental cap. 4. and others. Add to these 
proofs, the various privileges of the Roman 
Pontiffs, all which tend to confirm in the 
most evident manner, their supremacy. The 
first is, that all the Bishops of the whole 
world, when in Ecclesiastical clauses or de- 
cisions they considered themselves aggrieved 
by the Bishops or Provincial Synods, always 
had recourse to the Roman Pontiff, a8 toe 
superior Judge, to whom all the other Bishops 
were subject, and from whose sentence'there 
was no appeal. This is also evident ‘from 
the history of the Council of Sardica,'eap. 4. 
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according the 2d edition. The second is, 
that. all Christians, whenever any dissen- 
sions arose in regard to matters of Faith, 
were obliged to adhere to that part which 
held to the Roman Pontiff, or the Apos- 
tolic See, if they wished to avoid error. (St. 
Ireneus 3. contra Heereses cap. 3. St. Hi- 
eronym Epist. 8. ad Demetriad. cap. 9. St. 
Basil in Epist. data Sabino Diac. ad Rom. 
Pontificem, St. Cyrillus Alexan. in Epist. ad 
Celest. Papam, Augus. lib. 1. contra duas 
Epist. Pelagianorum c. 1. and others.)— 
Third, that no decree could be made for the 
whole Church, except with the consent of the 
Pope. (Socrates. lib. 2 hist. cap. 5. Sozo- 
men. lib. 3. cap. 7. Theodoret. lib. 2. cap. 
99, Concil. Chalced. Act. 1. in the beginning, 
and act. 16. in the report of the holy Synod 
to St. Leo Pope, St. Augustine with other 
Bishops of the Council of Carthage, Epistle 
90. to St. Innocent Pope.) Fourth, that the 
Pope can enact laws, which oblige the Uni- 
‘versal Church. 
Objections against the Supremacy of the Pope. 
93, The first objection is, that the Roman 
‘Pontiffs, Pelagius and Gregory, condemn- 
‘ed the title Oecumenical, or Universal Pa- 
triarch, which John the Archbishop of Con- 
stantinople assumed. We answer—These 
_are two distinct titles. First, it is one thing 
to be styled an Universal Bishop in the 
Church, and another the Bishop of the Uni- 


versal Church. The former was reprehend- 


edin the conduct of John the Patriarch of 
Constantinople ; the latter is properly con- 
The difference between 
the two titles is this: He who styles him- 
self the Universal Bishop, insinuates that he 
isthe only Bishop, and derogates from all 
the other Bishops, both in Episcopal name and 
honour. This is what John had done, as St. 
Gregory testifies, lib. 4. Epist. 34. and 36. 
and lib. 7. Epist. 69. But he who says that 
he isa Bishop or Pastor of the Universal 
Church, does not signify that he is the only 
Bishop or Pastor; but that he has the gene- 
ralcare and government of the whole Church, 
although other Bishops may have the special 
care and government of particular Churches. 
In this sense the Pope alone is usually called 
the Bishop and Pastor of the Universal 


_ Church, as St. Gregory confesses in lib. 6. 
, Epist. 32. and other Popes who preceded St. 


Gregory, as Sixtus, 1. Epist. 2. Victor. 1. 
Epist. 2. Pontianus, Epist. 1. &c. 

24. The second objection is, that Poly- 
erates, an Asiatic Bishop, and St. Ireneeus 
opposed Pope Victor in excommunicating the 
Asiatic Churches. We answer—That in the 
case of St. Victor, two things should be con- 
sidered. First, the power of excommuni- 
cating. Second, the cause of excommuni- 
cation. - Accordingly, Polycrates and St. 





Ireneus did not deny that St. Victor, Pope, 
possessed the power of excommunicating the 
Bishops of Asia, as Baronius in the 2d tome 
of his Annals, Anno Christi, 198. well re- 
marks ; but they denied that there was sufli- 
cient cause of excommunication, and hence 
they opposed him. But whether there was a 
sufficient cause is not now the question. If 
there was, St. Victor was unjustly reprehend- 
ed. If there was not, he could be reprehend- 
ed, provided it was done with due respect, 
as was St. Peter by St. Paul, without dero- 
gating in the least from his power and Juris- 
diction. 

25. The third objection is, that Firmilian, 
Bishop of Cesarea, in Cappadocia, did not ac- 
knowledge Pope Stephen as the Head of the 
Church, but despised him, as is evident from 
his Epistle to St. Cyprian. We reply—That 
Firmilian was offended at the Pope, and 
hence wrote harshly against him. The 
cause of the offence was this: St. Cyprian, 
in company with many of the Bishops of 
Africa contended, that Baptism conferred by 
Heretics was invalid ; and hence, that when 
those returned to the Catholic Church who 
had been baptized by Heretics, they should 
be re-baptized. Firmilian, with the other 
Bishops of Cappadocia, Cilicia, and Galatia, 
followed this opinion. St. Stephen, Pope, 
supported by Apostolic Tradition, decreed 
to the contrary ; and in consequence of the 
above named Bishops obstinately persisting 
in their own opinion, they were excommuni- 
cated by St. Stephen. (Eusebius, lib. 7. cap. 
4.) This, Firmilian took very ill, and there- 
fore wielded his pen against St. Stephen, and 
wrote an Epistle to St. Cyprian, filled with 
calumnies against the good Pontiff; and he 
did this more confidently, as he knew that 
St. Cyprian was of the same opinion with 
himself, and opposed, in this point, to the 
Pope. See St. Augustine, Book 1. against 
the Donatists, chap. 18. where he says that 
St. Cyprian had sinned, because he would 
not obey the Holy Pope, St. Stephen. 


26. The fourth objection is, that the Orien- 
tal Bishops assembled in the Council of An- 
tioch, resisted Pope Julius on two occasions. 
First, because he had cited them to Rome. 
Second, because he absolved St. Athanasius, 
who appealed to him after he had been anath- 
ematized by the Oriental Synod, and restored 
him to his See. On both occasions, they as- 
serted that he had usurped an authority 
which he should not. We answer—This ob- 
jection weighs rather against our adversa- 
ries than us. For, among those Prelates 
who opposed Pope Julius, were  thirty- 
six Arian Bishops. But on the other hand, 
St. Athanasius, who adhered to the Pope, 
was a very learned and holy Catholic Bishop. 
When, therefore, our adversaries object, that 


the Oriental Bishops, who were for the most 
part Heretics, and consequently did not con- 
sider him as the Head of the Church, We 
object, in our turn, that St. Athanasius being 
a genuine, most pious and learned, Catholic, 
appealed from the Oriental Bishops to the 
Pope, as to a superior Judge ; he consequent- 
ly must have acknowledged him as such. 
Now we ask, which objection is the more 
just, ours or that of our adversaries? They 
believe the Heretical Bishops, we the Catho- 
lic Bishop. Yet those very Bishops, as it is 
well known, acknowledged afterwards, that 
they had erred, and implored pardon from 
Pope Julius, as St. Athanasius testifies in his 
Ist Apology against the Arians, in these 
words: The Arians having been overpowered 
by Truth, demanded, in writing, pardon from. 
Julius the Roman Pontiff : and have accord- 
ingly petitioned us for peace and reconciliation. 








TO THE EDITORS OF THE 
TRUTH TELLER. 


From the establishment of your paper to 
the present day it has been received in ‘our 
family, and to me it has been a constant 
source of interest and instruction. The 
great cause which you have so earnestly and 
successfully advocated; the proofs of sub- 
stantial benefit to the poor emigrant which 
you have so often exhibited, both as an Edi- 
tor and as an individual member of society ; 
the useful and entertaining summary which 
may be found in the columns of your paper, 
and the vigorous and able defence which is 
given of the sacred doctrines of the religion 
you profess ; all these have been causes con- 
tributing justly and powerfully to extend and 
settle for the Truth Teller a considerable in- 
fluence over the public mind. Thisinfluence, 
thas obtained, I am very sure you would ne- 
ver abuse. 

In the Truth Teller of the 24th ult. there 
is a very long and interesting account of the 
“Ladies Academy of the Visitation” in 
Georgetown, D.C. So far as the statements 
and opinions in that article apply to the Aca- 
demy, I can bear witness to their accuracy 
and fidelity. I believe there is no institution 
in the United States better calculated for the 
purposes of female education than that insti- 
tution, and I was accordingly well pleased 
with the favourable and complimentary notice 
to which I am referring. It is much to be 
regretted, however, that the writer of that 
paragraph could not have accomplished his 
object without at the same time reflecting 
upon the reviving fame of a neighbouring, 
friendly, and by no means a rival institution. 
Why was it necessary, in the face of facts 
which, hereabouts at least, are wellknown 
to insert an attack upon the character and 
reputation of Georgetown College? Ido 
not know the author of the communication 
in the Truth Teller, and if I did, I might 
have no right, certainly no disposition, to call 
in question the purity of his motives ;_ but his 
facts, I have both the inclination to dispute, 
and (I am happy to say) the ability to dis- 
prove. Speaking of the Catholic Colleges, 
your correspondent remarks :—* The literary 
reputation of Emmetsburg and Baltimore is 
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high. Georgetown College has had more 
than a name—‘ fuit Ilion.’—We sincerely 
hope for the return of its classic and scientific 
days.” 

o the uncharitable and unfounded insinu- 
ations contained in the above extract, I in- 
tend, very briefly, to reply. I was educated 
at Georgetown College, and I cherish for its 
character and its interests a filial regard, 
springing from the purest sensations of grat- 
itude.—With the present President and Pro- 
fessors of that venerable seat of learning and 
piety I am personally acquainted, with some 

am on terms of friendly intimacy. There- 
fore, when I speak of the present condition 
and future prospects of the College of George- 
town, and of the sound sense, the solid ac- 
quirements, the brilliant talents, and the sweet 
and insinuating frankness and amiability 
which characterize the social intercourse of 
the majority of the Professors, I state facts 
either within my own personal knowledge, 
or derived from the most unquestionable au- 
thority. I do not mean to controvert the 
assertion, that for a year or two past, until 
the commencement of the present academic 
year, the college was at a very low ebb, and 
this was owing to causes not necessary to be 
stated, inasmuch as the effects are now pass- 
ing rapidly away. At that time the average 
number of students was not more than thirty 
or forty ; now, the actual number is nearly 
one hundred, there being forty-one who board 
in the College, and fifty-eight out, with seve- 
ral pending applications for entrance, 

The gentlemen who at present conduct 
the College, were Professors in the times of 
its former prosperity, and with others, were 
the principal contributors to its high “ classic 
and scientific” reputation. In the interim, 
during the period of its adversity, they have 
been students or professors in some of the 
most celebrated Universities of Europe, and 
have returned within a few months with en- 
larged experience, a more intimate acquaint- 
ance with the arts and, sciences, and a fixed 
determination to revive the dormant fame of 
the college, if it can be accomplished by un- 
remitting zeal and steady perseverance. The 
consequences of this new infusion of energy 
and talents are already “being developed,” 
and the results thus far are most encouraging. 
Public confidence is fust returning ; and as 
an evidence of it, only a few weeks since 
Presiwent Jackson entered a young ward, 
whom. he had sent for from Tennessee, and 
upon his visit to the College, expressed him- 
self in terms of high approbation of the dis- 
cipline and course of studies. 

These being the facts, it will be conceded 
that the insinuation made by your correspon- 
dent was unkind and uncalled for, and calcu- 
lated to do no manner of good. The just 
praises of Emmetsburg and St. Mary’s, I 
always hear with unaffected pleasure ; 1 have 
believed that they are able to stand upon their 
own merits, and that the unjust depreciation 
of the character and standing of a friendly 
institution, having the same great objests in 
view, was unnecessary to uphold or elevate 
either of them in the public estimation. 

To your readers generally, Mr. Editor, I 
hope the details in this letter may not prove 
uninteresting. Georgetown College is one 
of the oldest literary institutions in the United 
States. Her sons are scattered throughout 


least will hear with cordial pleasure of her 


present flattering preenects, The delightful 
situatien of the college buildings, the magni- 
ficence of the prospect from the college hills, 
the extraordinary salubrity which has always 
prevailed, the proximity to the seat of the 
General Government and the National Coun- 
cils ; these advantages, combined with the 
great professional capabilities, the learning 
and the zeal of the President and Professors 
at Georgetown, must at no very distant day 
elevate the college to a very distinguished 
rank amongst the literary institutions of our 
country.— Truth Teller. 











POETRY. 
RELIGION’S CHAINS. 
A VISION. 


* Tell it not in Gath, publish it not in the 
streets of Ascalon,” 2 Kings i. 


Imus’d and wandered near a mould’ring pile, 
Where many a choir had tun’d the hallow’d song, 

Where first Religion uncontrol’d could dwell, 
And all her rapt’rous themes in peace prolong. 








But mute and lone was now the lengthen’d aisle, 
And awful darkness hid the once fam’d hall ; 
Save when the owlet shriek’d his omen cry, 
And quiv’ring moon-beams shew’d the ruin’d wall. 


My mind had wander’d ’mid the awful still, 
O’er all the transient follies of the day ; 
But could not look on one that gave content, 

Or one that tempted Memory to stay. 


‘‘And, is there then,” in sorrowing tone, I said, 
*‘Not one, of all our deeds, that bears review ”” 
Methought I heard some spirit’s voice reply, 
“To one, O mortal! retrospect is due!” 


I look’d, and lo, beneath her broad-link’d chain 
Religion sigh’d, yet shone divinely bright : 

While, on her left, Oppression sneer’d and frown’d, 
And faithless friends insulted on her right ! 


The heayen-born maid scarce shed one sorrowing tear: 


She knew no plaint,—resentment she had none ; 
Her firm fix’d eye submissive look’d to God, 
Forgetting, pard’ning all her foes had done. 


Oppression frown’d,—and yet beside him lay 
More weighty chains, and fetters yet more strong ; 
These too, methought Religion once had worn,— 
A spirit whispered,—* Yes ; she wore them long.”’ 


“Then how,” with fault’ring accent, I return'd, 
‘* Oh say, kind spirit, did her foes relent ? 

‘‘Did her sweet patience in her worst of pains, 
‘*‘Make hard oppression’s iron-heart repent? 


“Jt did repent ;” the fav’ring phantom said, 
“Unbound Religion’s worst and heaviest chains; 

‘And, but for friends, who prove designing foes, 
“*Perchance would free her from what yet remains. 


“Oh! faithless friends! but see, Oppression smiles, 
“And soon might Freedom cheer Religion’s breast; 

“Her friends smile too,—bhut ’tis a smile that hides 
“The venom’d aspect that forbids her rest. 


“For see, while yielding to her suppliant pray’r, 
**Oppression‘s self would heal Religion‘s smart;— 

“Her trait‘rous friends assist to break her chain, 
“‘But plunge a poison’d dagger to her heart!” 


I saw and shadder‘d, and, bereft of sense, 

Sunk down where lay, perhaps, some hallow‘d dead; 
And, slow reviving, look‘d around in vain, 

The voice was still ; the vision all had fled. 
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The moon was hid behind the darkest Mi: 
As if she too was shock‘d at ais sighes 
And all around was dark, and cold, and still 
_ Nor twinkling star would cheer the gloomy night! 


Then pensive back I turu’d my trembli 
‘ And saw, too plain, the volute pacer ork 
This land,” said 1, “once heard the holy strain 

But impious hands have long since driv‘n it hence! 


“Yet would Religion once more flourish here 
; “And Albion once more be an isle of saints: 
‘Religion‘s banner Freedom would uphold, * 
‘And soon should cease her suffring children's plaints 
“ans Sat there live in this ill-fated isle, 
**Who seem Religion‘s friends, yet prove he . 
‘“Who court Oppression‘s smile, and dtreteh (hele Read 
“To speed His projects, and increase HER woes, 


“Yes, retrospection here is doubly due; 

‘An hourly retrospect, an hourly tear, 

‘And such a scene calls ey‘ry hand to aid, 

**To turn the threaten‘d blow, from all that‘s dear. 








Political Eeffects of Heretical Reformation 
BELGIUM. maton 
The Courier de la Meuse, quoting the Phi. 
lanthrope, states that the number of persons 
who received charity in Belgium, in 189) 
amounted to 753,218, which is precisely one 
seventh of the population. 
Philosophical colleges, and Utilitarianism 
it would therefore appear, have done little 
for the real good of mankind ; for, before the 
destruction of the monasteries, there was not 
a single beggar in Belgium! Even for sey- 
eral years subsequent to their suppression 
sixteen or eighteen hundred persons, out of a 
population of 78,000, were dependent onalms. 
In the time of the monks there was abundance 
for every one, independent of the pot of St. 
Peter—a large cauldron in which half a bul- 
lock was constantly dressed, and which was 
accessible to all. At Termonde, before the 
suppression, there were only eighteen poor 
out of a population of 9,000; now there are 
1,800 out of a population of 9,500. 





Increase of Catholics in England. 
We believe that arrangements are in pro- 
gress for erecting a Chapel for the Roman 
Catholics, at Ripon, Yorkshire. Fifty years 
ago the number of Catholics in this County 
was estimated at 50,000, and it is now about 
500,000.—Sheffield Courant. 


NOTKCE. 


Persons residing at a distance, and desirous of obtain, 
ing ‘* Tue Jesuit, or Catholic Sentinel, will please 
to Address a letterto The Epirors of the Jusvir, 
Boston, Mass. agreeably to the following form, which, 
if attended to in all its points, will be promptly noticed. 








GENTLEMEN,—I herewith enclose to you THREE 
Douxars, the amount of my Subscription for the whole 
year, according to your Prospectus. I have also paid 
the Postage of this Letter, I shall therefore expect 
that my Papers will be regularly forwarded to my ad- 
dress. ({G Here please toinsert your name in very 
legible characters with the name of the Place and the 
State in which you reside,) including all the previous 
Numbers, from No. 1, and you will greatly oblige 

Your Ob’t. Serv’t. 
N.N. 


LIST OF AGENTS FOR THE 
JESUIT, on CATHOLIC SENTINEL. 


HuGH MAGUIRE... Quebec. 
Rev. J. Manony....... ..+.. Salem. 
Parricx Powers..........Lowell. 
Parrick Mooney.,,.......Boston. 
Wiruram McE;roy.......Charlestown. 
Joun McGuiGAn,.....+, «Philadelphia. 


ig * 





Joun D, Murpny........ Washington, D. C. 
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